
SUMMER READING
AP Literature & Composition

Winston Salem Christian SchoolSummer 2019 Mrs. Laurita

Book Selections

PLEASE READ ALL THREE 
 
1. How to Read Literature
Like a Professor, Thomas
Foster 
 
2. Song of Solomon, Toni
Morrison 
 
3. The Alchemist, Paulo
Coelho

Welcome to AP
Literature &
Composition!

For your Summer Reading
Assignment, you will be
reading three literature
selections, keeping a
double-entry journal, and
posting to Google
Classroom.  
 
First, you will read the
Foster book and respond.
You will then read both
novels and post your 7
responses to both .

OVERVIEW

Step 1:

In order for you
to complete the
assignment, you must join
the group.  
 
I will send you an
invitation to join the group
by July 1st. Please watch for
it in your school email. 
 
Please join by July 15th.

JOINING GOOGLE
CLASSROOM

“But in reading great 
literature I become a 

thousand men and yet remain 
myself. Like the night sky in 
the Greek poem, I see with a 
myriad eyes, but it is still I 

who see. Here, as in worship, 
in love, in moral action, and in 
knowing, I transcend myself; 

and am never more myself 
than when I do.”

~C. S. Lewis



Step 2: How to Read Literature Like a 
Professor

The Foster book contains 26
chapters dedicated to
helping literature students
analyze fiction and poetry. I
have listed the general
topics of each chapter below
and grouped some of them
together. You need to post a
response to each of the
chapters or groups of
chapters.  
 
1. The Quest or Journey 
2.,3. Eating 
4.  Poetry 
5.  Archetypes /Stereotypes 

6., 7., 8.  Allusions/Myths 
9.  Greek myths 
10.  Weather 
11.  Violence 
12.  Symbols 
13.  Political Statements 
14.  Christianity in 
Literature 
15.  Fleeing/flying themes 
16., 17.  Sex 
18.  Rebirth, death, water 
19., 20 Geography, seasons 
21., 22., 23., 24 
Scars/disabilities 
25.  Understanding context 
26.  Irony 

Step 3 : Song of Solomon and The Alchemist

When you read Song of
Solomon and  The Alchemist,
comment on how you now
“see” -in these novels - what
Foster was trying to show in
his book.  (The chapters
listed here are NOT from the
novels. They are the
corresponding chapters in
the Foster book.)

CHOOSE 7 TOPICS: 
1. The Quest of Journey 
7.  Bible allusions/myths  
9. Greek myths 
10.  Weather  
12. Symobls 
15.  Fleeing/flying  
18.  Rebirth & water 
19.  Geography  
21.  Scars/disabilities 

You will use Google 
Classroom to post responses 
as you read. Your responses 
should: 
 
1. Consist of your thoughts 
about each one of the topics. 
(something interesting, 
puzzling, remarkable; 
something you learned; 
something you agree or 
disagree with; a connection 
you made with one of the 
points the author makes in 
that chapter; etc.) 
 
2.  Be PITHY! Lengthy is not 
the goal. Think quality, not 
quantity. If you are unsure 
of the definition of “pithy,” 
look it up  :)

Posting Tips

Begin reading early in the summer. 
You MUST begin posting by Aug. 1st and finish by Aug. 18th,
although you may begin earlier. 
Complete a total of 25 posts (18 for Foster and 7 for
Morrison and Coelho)
There will be an in-class AP essay in which you will answer
the question using Solomon or Alchemist as the selected
text.
I will log in periodically to see what’s been posted, and make
sure there are no problems
I don’t expect you to “get” everything in Toni Morrison’s
book. It’s deep; it’s complicated; it’s dense.  But it will give
you an idea of how an author packs many, many literary
elements into a novel.

Things to Consider

Got questions???? 
E-mail me! 
vicky.laurita@wschristian.com

You will create handwritten ringed 
flash cards of 60 critical AP 
Literature terms and their 

definitions. Some you already know; 
some will sound like a foreign 

language.  
 

Step 4 : Vocabulary


